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Animals of Arizona Pre-Field Trip Curriculum, pg. 1 

 

Objective:  Students will be able to identify named species, adaptations and connections 

to each other. 

This project will include the following animals, all of which will be included in a 

scavenger hunt as part of the on-site field trip activity. 

1. Gila Monster      7.  Curve-billed thrasher  

  

2. Sidewinder rattlesnake    8.  Roadrunner 

3. Desert Tortoise     9.  Lesser Long Nosed Bat 

4. Sonoran Desert toad    10.  Great-horned owl 

5. Big-horned sheep    11.  Coyote 

6. Black-tailed Jack rabbit   12.  Antelope Ground squirrel  

All of these animals need energy to grow, thrive, reproduce, and live in Arizona.  Each 

animal faces challenges to accomplish this.  Using pictures and information found at (1) 

desertUSA.com, (2) www.desertanimals.net, (3) theanimalspot.com, (or other references 

available in your school), answer the following questions about these animals. 

A. In what type of habitat does each animal live?  

B.  What is included in the diet of each animal; i.e., plants, other animals, insects, 

etc.? 

C. Which of these animals do you think hibernate during the winter?  Which ones do 

you think migrate for the winter? 

D. What might each do to prepare for hibernation? 

NOTE:  Students may do this individually or work in teams.  We will be discussing their 

findings as part of the on-site curriculum. 

Many types of wildlife have a survival mechanism called hibernation (long term rest) 

which relates to a similar survival mechanism called torpor (short term rest).  Which of 

the animals listed above do you think might use the torpor type of rest? 

 

In migration, an animal moves its physical location from one place to another when the 

seasons change.  Sometimes their winter and summer homes are hundreds, or even 

thousands of miles apart.  Which of the animals listed above do you think will migrate for 

the winter? 
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Which of the animals listed above do you think will neither hibernate nor go into a torpor 

state? Why do you think these animals can avoid this type of survival mechanism?   

 

 

 

 

If you were to be one of these desert animals, which would you prefer to be and why (if 

you like to draw, include a drawing below)?  Explain in as much detail as possible.  

Think about where you would like to live, what you would like to eat, whether or not you 

would like to travel alone or have a lot of friends and family, and anything else that is 

important to you! 

 

 

 

 

 


