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Animals of Arizona Post-Field Trip Curriculum  

 

Objective:  Students will understand the food chain, its components, and how each 

animal they learned about during their research for the on-site scavenger hunt fits into the 

food chain. 

Do you like to play games?  Hike in the desert?  Ride your bike?  All of these activities 

require energy.  Where do you get that energy from?  Why, the food you eat, of course.  

So the better your diet (e.g., eating nutritious foods), the more energy you will have.  In 

the same way, all of the animals we studied and then found on the Desert Willow 

scavenger hunt, get their energy to live and survive from the foods they eat.  The energy 

from the foods is derived as they pass through the animal’s digestive system. 

We are going to draw a food chain, which shows how each living thing gets its food, 

using the animals we learned about during the scavenger hunt.  But first we need to figure 

out what words mean so that we can know how each animal fits in the food chain. 

Define the following words: 

Food chain: 

 

Herbivore: 

 

Carnivore: 

 

Omnivore: 

 

Some things to remember when preparing for and drawing your food chain: 

- The Sun is the Source.  The energy in living things originates from the sun, and 

plants are the only living organisms that can use the energy from the sun to make food.  

Even people can get their energy from a plant.  An example would be Maple Syrup, 

which comes from the sap of the Sugar Maple tree.  The tree used the energy from the 

sun to make sugar, a food, in its leaves.  The tree used the sugar to stay alive and grow.  

At the right time of the year, the sugar came out in the form of sap, which was 

subsequently boiled down to make the Maple Syrup we enjoy on our pancakes and 

waffles.  Therefore, plants are producers. 

- Animals cannot make their own food, so they must eat plants and other animals.  

They are called consumers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Desert Willow      www.EMNRCD.org 

 3440 S Hawes Rd. 

Mesa, AZ 85212 

Phone: 480-580-6608                                                                                                   

  

 

Animals of Arizona Post-Field Trip Curriculum, pg. 2  

 

- There are three groups of consumers.  (1)Primary consumers eat ONLY 

PLANTS, (2)secondary consumers are carnivores that eat herbivores, and (3) tertiary 

consumers are carnivores that eat other carnivores.   

- Decomposers (bacteria and fungi) feed on decaying matter. 

- In a food chain, there are more herbivores than carnivores.  The reason for this is 

that when a herbivore eats, only a fraction of the energy from the plant becomes new 

body mass; the rest of the energy is lost as waste or used up in carrying out its life 

processes (e.g., movement, digestion, reproduction).  So when a herbivore is eaten by a 

carnivore, it passes only a small amount of its total energy to the carnivore and some of 

the energy is “wasted” or “used up” by the carnivore.  This makes it necessary for a 

carnivore to eat many herbivores to get enough energy to grow.  This means that the 

energy that is transferred gets lesser and lesser. 

- The further along the food chain you go, the less food (and hence energy) remains 

available. 

Here is an image of a possible desert food web: 

(copied from www.vtaide.com/png/foodchains.htm) 
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Okay, are you ready to draw your own Food chain using the animals you found on the 

scavenger hunt?  I think you will have fun doing this.  You may use a pencil (at least at 

first), so you can erase and make corrections if necessary.   Don’t forget to add a variety 

of plants and trees in your drawing.   Also, you may either write the name of the animal 

or draw a picture – or do both.  Have fun! 

As a reminder, here is a list of the animals featured on the scavenger hunt: 

- Gila Monster  -    Sidewinder rattlesnake  -    Desert Tortoise 

- Roadrunner  -    Sonoran Desert Toad  -    Big-horned sheep 

- Coyote      -   Black-tailed Jack rabbit  -    Curve-billed thrasher 

- Great-horned Owl -   Antelope Ground squirrel -    Lesser Long Nosed Bat 

 


