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Desert Willow Environmental Education Center 

Animals of Arizona On-Site Curriculum  

Featured animals: 

1.  Gila Monster      7.  Curve-billed Thrasher 

2. Sidewinder Rattlesnake    8.  Roadrunner 

3. Desert Tortoise     9.  Lesser Long Nosed Bat 

4. Sonoran Desert Toad    10.  Great-horned Owl 

5. Desert Big-horned Sheep   11.  Coyote 

6. Black-tailed Jack Rabbit   12.  Antelope Ground Squirrel 

The students should have researched these animals prior to the field trip.  Discuss with 

them their findings, such as:  In what type of habitat does each animal live; what makes 

up the diet of each animal; which hibernate during the winter (either full hibernation or 

torpor state); which migrate for the winter; how might each prepare for winter.  You do 

not need to discuss all aspects for each animal, just discuss selected aspects for the 

animals. 

The active part of this learning station is that the students will each take a clue sheet and 

explore the garden searching for the pictures of the animals.  Once they find a picture, 

they will need to match that animal to the appropriate clue.  Each picture will have a 

letter designation, so the students do not need to write the full name – just the letter by 

the correct clue.  The students are to stay in their teams, and discussion is encouraged.  

This is not a test; just an exercise that puts to use what they learned in their pre field trip 

study. 
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Desert Animals Prepare for Winter 

Site Curriculum Scavenger Hunt 

The goal of this activity is to find all of the animal pictures located throughout the Desert 

Willow garden.  Each animal has a letter on the sign.  You are to match the letter with the 

clues below and write the correct letter beside each clue.  It is okay to work as a team 

when solving the clues.  Good luck and have fun! 

 

 

_____ I am the only flying mammal.  I am nocturnal and a pollinator of the Saguaro 

blossoms.  My long tongue helps me reach inside the blossom for the sweet nectar.  In the 

fall I migrate to Mexico (as well as other areas to the south of Arizona)  to spend the 

winter. 

_____ I am the largest lizard native to the United States.  I have a black body with 

patterns of pink, orange, or yellow.  Because I can store fat in my oversized tail, I can go 

for long periods of time without food. 

 

_____ You will find me beneath shrubs and cactus in the desert, but sometimes you may 

see me in your neighborhood.  I shuffle through plant litter and dig in the soil looking for 

insects and seeds.  One good clue to my identification is the shape of my bill. 

 

_____ I live in the Southwest in varied habitats from the low desert to the mountainous 

areas.  My diet consists mainly of small animals, fruits and vegetable matter, and 

sometimes reptiles.  You may hear me howling at night. 

 

_____ I can be flat and pear-shaped or butterball-shaped depending on which desert is 

my home.    When it gets too hot, I dig underground burrows to escape the heat; and in 

the winter I go into a torpor state.  My diet consists of herbs, grasses, some shrubs and the 

new growth of cacti and their flowers, either fresh or dried. 

 

____ Even though I am associated with the Colorado River, I also live in the desert.  

Because I am an amphibian, I can live either in water or on land.  I am olive green in 

color with a white “wart” bumpy area near my jaw and hind legs.  I eat insects and mice.  

In the desert I stay buried underground until spring rains wake me up because I hibernate 

during the dry seasons. 

 

_____ I am big and bulky and live all over the United States, Canada, and even into 

Central and South America.  I can be found in many habitats including city parks, woods, 

desert canyons, marshes, and forests.  I am 18” – 25” tall with a wingspan of 36” – 60”.  

My ear tufts are what give me my name. 
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____ I live in various parts of Arizona, Nevada, California, Utah, and Mexico.  

Typically I am from 1.5’ – 2.5’ in length.  I like to eat small rodents and lizards. You will 

see me most often at night as I am nocturnal.  My color is pale to brown with small dark 

patches.  This allows me to blend in with the sand of the desert making it hard for you to  

see me! 

 

_____ I am the only desert dweller of my species.  I live in valleys and flat open country.  

My tail is brownish underneath, different from my cousin’s tail which is white 

underneath.  My ears are long and brown with black tips, my body is buff colored 

peppered with black above and white below.  I am mainly active at night, resting during 

the day in a “form”.  I am a vegetarian, eating a variety of herbs and shrubs.  In an 

agricultural area I can become a pest by eating the crops in the field or in your garden. 

 

 

_____ I have a tail that is somewhat flattened, have one body stripe on each side and live 

in a burrow which I dig myself.  Even though I do not hibernate, I may become less 

active during the winter.  My diet consists of seeds, insects, green vegetation, and carrion.  

One my favorite foods is Mesquite pods. 

 

_____ My habitat includes dry, open, brushy, grassy or desert areas.  I need a large 

expanse of open ground so I am able to run fast enough to capture my preferred prey of 

lizards and snakes.  Sometimes you will see me perched on fence posts or rocks looking.  

A cartoon character was created using my unique characteristics, but you will never hear 

me say “Beep, beep” in real life. 

 

_____ I lived in the desert before the European explorers arrived on the North American 

continent.  Although I can be found in lower desert habitats, I am most common in the 

remote mountain ranges.  I am a large herbivore feeding on grasses and herbs as well as 

desert shrubs and trees.  I am able to climb the steep rocky terrain of desert mountains 

because of my concave elastic hooves.  In the summer I live in the higher elevations, as 

high as 8,500 feet, while in the winter I need to be at lower elevations so that I am able to 

graze without a lot of snow cover. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Information sources included:  (1) DesertUSA.com, (2) desertanimals.net, (3) the 

animalspot.com,     (4) Wikipedia, (5) National Audubon Guide to the Desert Southwest, 

(6) The Sibley Field Guide to Birds of Western North America, (7) Arizona Wildlife 
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Mammals by AZ Game and Fish Department, (8) desertmuseum.org and (9) the author’s 

personal knowledge gained through reading and experience. 


