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Water Conservation – Pre-Attendance Project:  

Colorado River and its Pollutants:  
-The River and its uses, determining the difference between point and non-point pollution 

1) Ask students to name rivers in North America.  

a. Examples: Mississippi, Missouri, Ohio, Colorado, Rio Grande 

2) Focus on the Colorado River which covers the western boarder of Arizona.  

3) Ask Students:  What states does it pass through? Where does it start? Where does 

it end? 

a. Colorado, Utah, Nevada, California, Arizona  

i. States that use Colorado River’s water: Colorado, Utah, New 

Mexico, Arizona, Nevada, Wyoming, and California (bolded are 

states that the river does not run through) 

b. Headwaters are in Rocky Mountain National Park, Colorado 

c. Used to end in the Gulf of Mexico, but now it dries up before reaching the 

Sea of Cortez. It hasn’t reached the Sea since 1998 (Jonathan Waterman, 

Running Dry: A Journey from source to sea down the Colorado River)  

 

4) Point Source Pollution- pollutants that are discharged from, and can be traced 

back to, an identifiable point or source.  

a. Examples: factory’s discharge pipe, sewage ditch 

5) Nonpoint Source Pollution- occurs when a contaminant is unidentifiable, that is, 

the pollutant can come from one of many places.  

a. Examples: Runoff from Agricultural Fields, sediments from eroded stream 

banks, motor oil filtering and waste from urban areas, grease from 

restaurants, paint brushes cleaned in the street, or fertilizer and pesticides 

washed off farm fields and city lawns. 

6) Which is easier to identify? (Point Source Pollution) Easier to stop because it is 

coming from one location. Nonpoint is harder to stop because it comes in small 

amounts, but adds up.  

7) See image on page 4 

Fun Facts about the Colorado River (can mention) 
1. North America’s seventh largest river 

2. Flows into Lake Mead and Lake Powell 

(two large reservoirs)  

3. “Roughly one-fifth of the 1,450 miles of 

the river is impounded by dams. One of the 

grandest and most controversial dams, the 

Glen Canyon Dam, buried more than 2,000 

Native American sites when it was 

commissioned starting in 1963” (Condon, 

Web) 

4. “Thirty million people depend on 

the Colorado River and its 

tributaries for their water. The 

population is projected to grow 

another 10 million in the next 

decade” (Condon, Web) 

5. Uses for the water of the Colorado 

River include: Residential, Shale Oil 

production, Agriculture (Condon, 

Web) 


