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Desert Willow Environmental Education Center 

Plant Parts On-Site Curriculum 
Supplies Needed 

- Bean seedlings with at least one set of true leaves*  

- Magnifying glass*  

- Paper pot makers* 

- Strips of newspaper (1/2 sheet torn/cut into thirds) 

- Potting soil 

- Hand trowels* 

- Sunflower seeds 

- Fold-over sandwich bags for secure transporting of paper pots 

- Instructions for care & possibly illustration of sunflower seedling 

- Markers for writing name on sandwich bag 

- Stapler 

Objective:  To allow students to examine a small plant to see real-life plant parts; to 

make a pot from recycled newspaper, fill it with soil and plant a seed; to understand what 

care is needed to successfully grow a sunflower plant. 

Upon arrival at the learning station, students will team up with a classmate to receive a 

small bean plant and magnifying glass.  The students will spend 3 – 5 minutes examining 

the plant parts and talking about them. 

The students will then be given a paper pot maker form and a strip of newspaper for each 

student.  The station leader will then demonstrate for the students how to make a paper 

pot.  The students will then proceed to make their own paper pot with assistance as 

needed.  After the pot is completed, it will be filled with potting soil.  The soil is then 

carefully tamped down in the paper pot.  The students will then make a hole just a little 

deeper than the sunflower seed and place the seed into the hole smoothing the soil over 

the hole after the seed is planted.  Each student will receive a sandwich bag and write 

their name on the bag.  The paper pot is then placed into the bag, and the care instructions 

are stapled to the bag.  Care instructions will be reviewed with the students.   

*1 per team of 2-4 students 

 
  


